
 

 

 

 

 

December 2017 
 
The National Ataxia Foundation (NAF) announces the 7th Ataxia Investigators Meeting (AIM), 
“From Bench to Bedside: Entering a New Era of Ataxia Therapies”, April 2 – 5, 2018 at 
Philadelphia Downtown Marriott, Philadelphia, PA, U.S.A. This scientific meeting will present 
the latest developments in basic, translational, and clinical research on ataxia by selected senior 
and junior investigators.  

Abstract submissions are encouraged from across the rank of ataxia investigators, both senior 
and junior. We further encourage submission of work that focuses on other degenerative 
diseases but has implications on ataxias. As detailed below, the selections for travel awards will 
be focused on junior investigators, which include graduate students, post-doctoral fellows and 
junior faculty. The major review criteria will be new cutting-edge and unpublished research that 
focuses on one of the meeting themes: 

1. Basic cerebellar function and dysfunction: Mechanistic studies using cell and model 
systems, as well as human subject studies that aim to understand function and dysfunction of 
the cerebellum and associated structures and the role of the cerebellum in motor control, 
cognition and emotion. Genetic/epigenetic studies and studies that assess molecular 
pathogenesis can be submitted for this theme. 

2. Therapeutic targets to correct neuronal dysfunction: Studies that aim to identify novel 
cerebellar and non-cerebellar targets that can be modulated to correct neuronal dysfunction, 
including but not limited to channel function, metabolic pathways, molecular interactions and 
genetic modifiers.  

3. Translational research and disease models: Studies that aim to translate basic 
mechanistic findings into the development of new ataxia treatments, primarily utilizing model 
systems. Pre-clinical trials are included in this theme and submission of research with novel 
model systems is encouraged. 

4. Enhancing clinical trial readiness: Cohort studies, clinical assessments, biomarker 
identification & validation, investigations of alternative trial designs for rare diseases and data 
analysis strategies.  

5. Ataxia trials: What can we learn from trials in other rare diseases?: Trials and trial 
readiness efforts in ataxias and other degenerative diseases with implications on ataxias.  
 
Abstract submission guidelines: 
• Abstract submissions must be original research and limited to 300 words (for 
Background, Methods, Results, Discussion, Conclusion) and one page. Please use the attached 
abstract template and a font size of 11 or 12 points. One figure or table is allowed but not 
required.  
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• Only one abstract may be submitted for selection to receive a travel award. 
• Please suggest one or two themes under which your abstract should be reviewed. Note 
that the above themes are meant to be guidelines. Feel free to contact Sue Hagen if you are 
unsure about how your work fits the above themes. 
• Selected presenters must be able to attend the entire Ataxia Investigators Meeting. 
• Submit abstracts as a 1-page pdf to Sue Hagen at susan@ataxia.org by 5:00 p.m. CST on 
January 17, 2018.  
• Awardees will be announced February 7-9 and must accept the invitation by February 
16, 2018.  
 
Travel and registration support: Eight (8) speaking slots are reserved for the AIM Steering 
Committee to recognize and encourage junior investigators with promising careers in ataxia 
research and/or senior investigators with new cutting-edge research.  Meeting registration, 
travel and lodging support will be provided by the NAF for selected applicants.    
 
In addition, twelve (12) high quality abstracts will be selected for the poster session and be 
given two minutes for oral presentation in a session called the “Hot Chair.” These junior 
researchers will be awarded meeting registration, partial travel and lodging support.  
 
Up to 26 additional quality abstracts submitted by both junior and senior ataxia researchers will 
be selected for poster presentation and to receive complimentary meeting registration and a 
$250 travel stipend.  
 
Registration will open on February 19, 2018. Please register early since space is limited. The 
AIM registration fees will be Junior Investigator - $250, Senior Investigator - $450, Industry - 
$1,000.  
 
NEW THIS YEAR!  We will hold a Trainee Networking Session before the AIM.  The trainee 
session will begin with a social outing on April 1 Sunday evening and the main program will take 
place on April 2 Monday, from 9am-3pm. Trainees will have opportunities to receive feedback 
on their work by peers and faculty and participate in informal discussions on select topics 
(molecular mechanisms/genetics; clinical assessments; imaging) with peers and expert faculty. 
The session will conclude with a career mentoring/advice panel. The trainee networking session 
will be limited to the first 25 registrants. The NAF will cover lodging for Sunday night for 
attendees of this session. Trainees at all levels are welcome. Mark your calendars and plan 
early! 
 
Thank you to the AIM 2018 Steering Committee members: Gülin Öz, PhD, Albert La Spada, MD, 
PhD, George Wilmot, MD, PhD, Jeremy Schmahmann, MD, Vikram Shakkottai, MD, PhD, Marija 
Cvetanovic, PhD, Patrícia Maciel, PhD, and Harry T. Orr, PhD. 
 
Questions may be directed to Sue Hagen at NAF at susan@ataxia.org or 763-231-2742. 
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